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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Who we Are and What we Believe  

 
 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  
To know Christ and make Him known to others.  

 
 

   Concord ia  is  a scripture -based and grace -centered church with a rich history of  service to the 
community of  Kingsburg.  From our beautifully appointed worship space to our evangelical message 
of salvation through Christ, Concordia has been a witness to the Ap ostolic faith for more than 100 
years.  It is this rich heritage and continued faithfulness to the Lordship of Christ that makes the 
Community a place of stability and energy.  

 
Traditional Lutheran ministries include a confirmation program, youth  activitie s headed by a full -
time youth minister, social outreach, Sunday School, adult education, music, evangelism and 
unique programs.  Concordia is a church of Word and Sacrament with Bible -based preaching and 
regular participation in the Lordõs Supper.  Worship services include both contemporary and 
traditional styles every Sunday.  

 
All are welcome at Concordia!  It is our prayer that those who worship with us will be touched by the 
love of Christ through our Christian community and that they will experience God õs peace and the 
fellowship of believers gathered by the Spirit and sent to bring Godõs reign into the world.  
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SUNDAY SERVICES    
Contemporary Praise  

   & Worship Service       8:30 a.m.  

Fellowship & Youth        . 

   Sunday School             9:30 a.m.  

Traditional Worship   

  with Choir & Organ   10: 30 a.m  

Adult Bible Study       6:30 p.m.  

SUMMER SCHEDULE  
Contemporary Praise  

   & Worship Service      8:30 a.m.  

Traditional Worship   10: 30 a.m.  

Child Care Available  

      

 



CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
1887 ð 2010  

 
 

The roots of Concordia are deeply embedded in Swedish heritage.  The story of 

the little group of Swedes who came from Ishpeming, Michigan is well 

documented and their ògospeló spread to other groups of Swedes who had 

settled in some of the tried a nd true areas of Scandinavian colonies in the 

Midwest, the Plains States and even the East Coast.  The stream of new 
colonists to Kingsburg was only a trickle but they came with their families and 

this was going to be òhomeó.  

 

Every settlement must have s piritual guidance and the little settlement near the 

Kings River was no different.  Lutheran was what they were and Lutheran they 
would be!  Concordia was organized September 6, 1887.  On that day eleven 

adults and five children pledged to support the new congregation.  Today the 

descendents of that original group remain.  
 

The first worship services for òThe Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Concordia Congregation of Kingsburgó were 

held in a hall on Simpson Street and later, when the hall burned, they were move d to the Pastorõs home, 

which was located at the corner of Washington and Sierra Streets.  In 1888, a brick building had been built at 
a cost of $2,840.  The new brick church stood where the Assembly of God Church building stands today.  
 

The present site of Concordia was purchased from the  

Carlson Brothers in May, 1917.  In April 1918, the new   

church building was dedicated, but with an expense  

over-ride of $7,000.  The proposed limit for the building  

costs was $12,000, but with the problems of World W ar I  
there was excess expense and the total cost was $19,000.   

In 1922 the parsonage was dedicated and the cost  

reported for the new home was $10,226.  The Sunday  

School annex  was added to the church building in the  

1950õs, and the Fireside Wing was dedicated in the 1960õs,  
along with remodeling the interior of the sanctuary.   

Extensive work was done on the church building in 1991, with the rebuilding of the entire roof area and 

painting both the exterior and interior.  In 2005, major renovations of  the interior of the sanctuary were 

completed with a vision of restoring the original style to compliment the architecture of the building. Audio, 

visual, and lighting improvements have recently been  added to enhance the worship experience.  A parking lot 

was added at the rear of the building and property has been purchased for future growth.  
 

Through the 12 3 years of Concordia history, 20  full -time pastors have 

served the needs of her people and those of the Kingsburg Community.  

We at Concordia have a r ich and proud history.  Through the years we 

have been committed to our calling as Christian people in this place to 
preach the Word, teach the  

children, give aid to  

families in need,  

and to reach out  

through our mission  

endeavorséGod grant  
us grace  to continue  

what our forbearers  

began so many years  

ago! 
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   OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

To know Christ and make Him  
          known to others.  

 



 

 

 

 
      What we doé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
                   Worship  
 
 
Concordia assembles for two major worship  
services each week.  At 8:30 a.m. there is a  
contemporary, non -liturgical gathering led by  
a worship group featuring singers, guitars,  
piano, keyboard, bass and drums.  The service  
makes tasteful use of overhead power point  
and informal structure.  
 
  

 The 10 :30  a.m. gathering is a tradition al  
         format with exceptional music on a    

         pipe organ and participation by a choir.   
         A variety of Lutheran liturgies are used along  

with Holy Communion as a part of worship 
every Sunday. Worship takes place in an 
environment of a coustical excellence and  
visual enhancement.     
    

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Special services during Lent, Advent, Easter,  
          Christmas and Pentecost are offered during  
          the year as well as an   

   annual worship in the  
          downtown City Park . 
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          CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
               Youth Ministry  
 
                                       
                                The River Youth Ministry, for high school, exists to dr aw students into  
       a relationship with Christ through the friendships developed with each  

other. We have a uniqueness to our youth ministry that allows us to reach       
a group of students that would not normally attend youth group.  We meet    
twic e each Sunday, in the morning and in the evening.  

Sunday mornings are a more focused Bible study format where the students dig into Scripture.  
Sunday nights are designed to draw students in through relevant topics that our youth are 
currently struggling wi th, and once a month activity nights.  During the summer months, we meet 
Sunday nights for a regular youth group.  We meet Wednesday nights for some hangout time  
where the students have the chance to not only have fun on the  
Kings River, but also the opp ortunity to hear our current teaching,  
based upon the  sermon on the Mount. One of our most important  

high school ministries is òMunch Boxó which is a huge success in 
part because of our location just across the street from the only  
high school in town.  O nce a week during the school year, for a  
          nominal fee, up to  
          100 kids come  
          across the street  
          to each lunch in our  
          lower auditorium,  
          engaging in conver - 
          sation with our  
          youth minister and  
          church members.  
 

The Jr. High ministry consists of two meetings  
        a week as well.  The first meeting is on Sunday  
        mornings for Sunday School and the second  
        meeting is on Thursday afternoons for  
        confirmat ion.  Sunday School is typically led  
 by a volunteer adult working with the younger kids of the church and so the instruction is geared  
 more for Bible knowledge.  Confirmation for the first year is breaking down the entire Bible in one  
 year so that the s tudents can walk away having a better understanding of the stories and life  
 experiences of the people of God and a better understanding of God.  The second year of  
 confirmation for the eighth grade students, is geared toward the theology of the Lutheran Church.  
 They learn about the meaning behind baptism, communion, the creeds and the Lordõs Prayer. 

 Confirmation flows with the school schedule and begins shortly after the school session in  
 September, and ends in May just before the students finish the s chool year.  
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Youth Minister Braden Warren  
        and his wife, Michaela 

          yp4life@gmail.com 

mailto:yp4life@gmail.com


 
         CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
                    Music  

                         Concordia has a rich heritage of musical  
                         excellence, enhanced by a sanctuary with  
                         outstanding acoustics.   
 

    We are blessed with the professional musical  
    talents of our organist and pianist, and our  
    bell choir director, who is also a pianist.  
     

                         Our choir performs at the Traditional  
       Service from September through May.  
                         Our choir director is enthusiastic , a teacher  
                         Of music at a Middle School and also a vocal  

               soloist.                           
              
       Duri ng the summer in the choirõs absence 
                we enjoy special musical performances each  
                         Sunday.  
 
       Early Service Contemporary worship is led  
       by an experienced worship leader. Various  
       musicians using a v ariety of instruments  
       lead the congregation.  Words to songs are  
                projected on the screen.      
 
       Concordia has an excellent sound system  
       and a team of sound technicians are used  
at        at both services.  
 
       We have a Six Rank Moller Pipe Organ that  
       was installed in 1946 and a new Yamaha  
       grand piano that we received in 2005 through  
       a grant and donation for use in our  
       Traditional Service. We also have a keyboard, electronic drum set, and various  
       pieces of sound equipment for our Contemporary Worship music team.  
 
       Concordia is blessed to have a Bell Choir of  

     volunteer musicians and an experienced  

     musical director to lead them.  The Bell  
     Choir performs aro und four times a year  

        for special worship services and occasions.  
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   Jacquie Johnson 
Organist & Pianist 

Allison Nunez 
Choir Director 

Braden Warren 
Early Service Leader 

Joyce Lilyquist 
Bell Choir Director 

 

Amanda Hammitt 
Asst. Early Service Leader 
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             Sunday School & Adult Christian Education  
             Special Program s 

 
 
                                              Concordiaõs Sunday Schoolhouse Program is under the leadership 
           of Robin Neves, Interim Sunday School Superintendent.  The  
           teaching staff consists of Robin Neves, Carolyn Jobe, Paul  
           Peterson, and Michaela Warren.  
 
           Classes are in a schoolhouse setting which keeps the children  
           together throughout the morning with different activities each  
           Sunday.  We are blessed to have Blake Jones to start us off 
           singing each week.  
 

Sunday School begins the second Sunday in September and continues until the last Sunday  
In May.  Junior High and High School are provided under the supervision of our full -time  
Youth Minister.  Confirmation Classes and Fi rst Communion for 5 th  graders is taught by Pastor  
Reiff.  
  
We have a dedicated group of members who teach and help out with their services.  We have a  
Cradle Roll ministry which sends out age appropriate materials to parents of children from bith  
until the y are ready to begin Sunday School.  We are blessed with the services of a full -time nursery 
attendant.  
 
                                                   
                                                       An adult education class is offered  in the F ireside Room from  
                   from September through May, Sunday Evenings.  Bible Study  
                classes are held Tuesday evenings and Wednesday  mornings  
                   All classes are led by Pastor Reiff.  
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Over the past seven years, Concordia has participated in  
several programs and seminars to enhance our unity as a  
congregation, evangelism and outreach to the community.   
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Rev. Mark Reiff 
revreiff@concordiakingsburg.com 

 

Robin Neves 
Interim Sunday School Supt. 

859-0711 
 

mailto:revreiff@concordiakingsburg.com


      CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Prayer Team  

 
 

 
Prayer vigils are regularly held at the Church.  Specific  
requests are given to team members, as well as all others  
in the Congregation who will join in the prayer vigil.  
Participation is encourag ed for those home -bound who  
receive copies of each request.  
 
òWhenever God determines to do a great work, he first    
 sets his people to pray.ó   C.H. Spurgeon  
 
                    Our Mission Statement  
 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary King 
Prayer Team  
Coordinator 

Email: 
Mking93631@sbcglobal.net 

(559) 897-0992 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are a group of faithful prayer warriors called  
by God, dedicated to pray to the Glory of God and  
opening our hearts to Jesus.  With Godõs help and 
guidance, we will pray for the needs and visi on of  
the Concordia Lutheran Church and its body, the  
needs of our pastor and his family, youth minister,  
board members, office staff, Sunday School  
Superintendent and teachers, keeping them  
encouraged as they bind together to bring the Good  
News of Jesus Christ to the congregation and  
community. We commit to a daily communication 
with God who understands our helplessness and  
faith in prayer.  We will commit to silence, stillness,  
journal writing, consistent Bible reading and study,  
and gathering together a s a group on a monthly  
basis.  

Prayer Team Members 
George & Donnalee Webb 

Leonard & Pat Henning 
Karen Prichard, Dianna Myhre, 

and Mary King 
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
and the FBI Puppet Squad  

òFoam-filled Bible Interpretersó 
 

Concordia Lutheran church is the proud home of the FBI 
Puppet Squad. The FBI puppet squad is an evangelistic 
outreach puppet team. The current team was founded by 
Rose and Gordon Brandt while they were members of, and 
attending the Kingsburg Mennonite church. The team has 
members from many of the churches in Kingsburg, 
including the Mennonite Church, Evangelical Free Church, 
Concordia Lutheran Church, The Kingsburg Com munity 
Church and many others. The current team consists of 
children, teens and adults ranging from 7 years old to 52 
years old, who desire to use their talents to spread the 
Good News of Jesus to as many as they can.  

  
Some venues we have performed are:  

¶ Craycroft Youth Center  

¶ section 8 Housing Projects  

¶ nursing & assisted living homes in Kingsburg & surrounding communities  

¶ churches, both local and out -of-town  

We have been the featured performers at the Kingsburg Harvest Festival for the last four years.  
The FBI Puppet Squad competes at an annual puppet festival every year and has won numerous 
awards, including silver medals and the coveted Peoplesõ Choice Award for the past two years. 

 
A common misconception is that the FBI Puppet Squad is a childrenõs ministry. Indeed, 

children do love the puppet shows, but some of our most cherished performances are for the 
grandmas and grandpas at the convalescent homes. The message we bring is for everyone. While 
much of the humor is lost on children, it lets us into a pl ace in the hearts of adults that many other 
kinds of ministry canõt reach. Puppets can get away with saying things that humans canõt. When 
hearts are opened wide by laughter and delight, Godõs Word can  penetrate. The FBI Puppet Squad 
continues to be one o f Concordiaõs biggest outreach ministries. Their heads may be full of foam, but 
they are tools that God is using in surprising ways.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

The Team  
Carl & Carolyn Jobe  

carlcarolyn1@sbcglobal.net  

Rehearsal  
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                          CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
                WOMENõS MINISTRY 
       

Women from our congregation gather for Bible study,  
      mutual support, and participation in local and Lutheran  
      meetings, events, and service projects.  
 
      Locally we have two circles, Esther and Mary -Martha, which  
      regularly meet.   Two general meetings for all women are  
      held in October and February. We take part in District  
     a        activities when possible.  The responsibility of hospitality  
      and outreach is taken seriously.  We help take care of our  
      facili ties and the people who use them, host special meals,  
      and we enjoy serving the Lord and each other.  All women   
      of our church are invited to join and/or participate in the  

               circles and all other activities.  
 
 
      We have at l east one major fund raiser per year plus  
      regular giving and donations to use as our income base.  
      One fund raiser is a large boutique and craft sale.  It is  
      open to all members of the church to donate time and  
      talent, and serves as another means of community  
      outreach.  Ministries that we annually contribute to  
      include: the needs of families, communities, and our  
      church; Lutheran World Hunger Program; Missionary  
      Support; Education, Work Skills & Leadership  
      Empowerment for Women & Girls; and Lutheran World  
      Relief.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MENõS MINISTRY 
 

Under Development  
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CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Prichard 
Fellowship Coordinator 

 
 

Coffee fellowship is held in the Fireside R oom every Sunday from September 
through May, following the Praise & Worship  Service, at 9:30 a.m.  Those partaking of 
refreshments are invited to stay for Traditional Worship at 10: 30 a.m.  Fellowship and 
refreshments are also provided throughout the year for special occasions and 

celebrations.  
 
During the season of Lent, we gather each Wednesday for an evening meal in 

the Fireside Room, followed by a worship service in the sanctuary.  
 
We also gather together at the Thankoffering Dinner the third Sunday eac h 

November in the lower auditorium for the purpose of fellowship and giving an extra 
offering of Thanks for the blessings bestowed during the year.  
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Concordia Lutheran Church                                                                  Ȱ 4/ +./7 #(2)34 !.$   
1800 Sierra                                                       -!+% ()- +./7. 4/ /4(%23Ȣȱ  
Kingsburg, California 93631 
 (559) 897-2165      George Webb, Leader 
        georgewebb5206@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Concordia Lutheran Church is blessed and proud to have a Stephen Ministry program where trained 
people provide high-quality care to those who are going through significant life-changing events such as: 

¶ grieving a death 
¶ facing terminal illness 
¶ being home-bound 
¶ being a victim of a disaster 
¶ being hospitalized 
¶ losing a job 
¶ facing loneliness and discouragement  

Stephen Ministry strengthens and supports the ministry of our pastor.   It helps hurting people meet 
Jesus in their time of need.  
 
All Christians are called to care for and love one another and Stephen Ministry gives us the opportunity to 
put our faith in God into practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Team 
Pat Henning, George Webb, Leader, 

Irene Kalla and Leonard Henning 
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CONCORDIA L UTHERAN CHURCH  

 

Concordiaõs Community Outreach Program 
 
 

For the past 15 years Concordia has sponsored a special Community outreach program.  This 
project consists of a search for families in need in our area.  After visiting with them we assess the 
needs of each family and include them with the existing families we help.  Michaela Warren is the 
director  of this program.  
 
We begin the year by providing Easter baskets for each family consisting of enough provisions for 
the week their children will be home on  Easter break.  
 
During the Fall, each child attending school is provided with enough money to buy a new outfit with 
which to start school.   
 
Christmas time, we have a Star Tree in our narthex, containing  
the names of each member of the families we help .  Each star  
has information about each person.  Members of our congregation  
choose a star and purchase the items requested.  After the items  
are purchased, we hold a gift -wrapping evening so each gift is  
hand -wrapped and ready for delivery.  In additi on, we provide food  
gift certificates for the Holiday Season.  
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           Michaela Warren  
               and Family     
mwarren.math@gmail.com  
 

mailto:mwarren.math@gmail.com


 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Community & Outreach Involvement  
 
 

Community:  
 

¶ Kingsburg Ministerial Fellowship  

¶ Kingsburg Community Assistance Program (K -Caps) 

¶ Music Recitals  & Concerts  

¶ Womenõs Inter-denominational Bible Study  

¶ High School Munch Box Fellowship  

¶ Youth Interaction with other Churches  

¶ Concordia Community Outreach Program  

¶ Member of the Kingsburg Chamber of Commerce  

¶ Swedish Festival  

¶ FBI Puppet Mini stry  

¶ Bethel Lutheran Home  

¶ Kingsburg Care Center  

 

       Outreach:  

¶ Lutheran World Relief  

¶ Lutheran C.O.R.E./N.A.L.C.  

¶ Fresno Rescue Mission   

¶ Tanzanian Vocational School  

¶ Fresno Pregnancy Center  

¶ Lutheran Church in Guam  

¶ Foundation for His Ministry Mexico Orphan age 

¶ L.C.M.C. (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ)  

¶ Wycliff Bible Translators  
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          Where we are... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE COMMUNITY OF KINGSBURG  



 
 

       Kingsburg is a rural agricultural communi ty in the  
       heart of the San Joaquin Valley with a population  
       of about 10,000.  The City is located on Freeway 99,  
       approximately 25 miles south of Fresno, the  
       county seat, and about halfway between Los  
       Angeles and San Franc isco.  Kingsburg is  
       regionally known for its Swedish Heritage.  Some  
       of the architecture captures the flavor of a  
       Swedish Village and the traditions and values of  
       the early Swedish settlers are passed on still  
       today.  Th e Community hosts celebrations and  
       festivals throughout the year: The Swedish  
       Festival, Annual Car Show, Crayfish & Jazz  
Festival, Farmerõs Market as well as a 100 year tradition of band concerts in Memorial Park during  

the summer.  
 
Kingsbu rgõs roots are with the Central Pacific Railroad beginning in 1875.  In 1886 the first of a 
decade of Swedish migration began that has given the town special charm and integrity.  By 1921, 
94% of the population was Swedish and by 1954 that had dropped to 3 0%.  See the Chamber of 
Commerce website for current demographics.  www.kingsburgchamberofcommerce.com  
 
One of the unique aspects of the town is the high degree of child development and community 
activities.  Community organizations and city services have worked together to create an environment 
which nurtures and protects children.  Consequently, Kingsburg enjoys a reputation for being a quiet, 
safe community with excellent schools.  
 
Because Kingsb urg lies in the center of the great San Joaquin Valley, it is within an hour and a half 
drive to the scenic attractions of Huntington Lake, Shaver Lake, Yosemite Valley, and the giant 
redwood trees of the Kings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks.  The town is also only two and a half 
hours from the Pacific Ocean.  Many recreation facilities are centered in Kingsburg. A membership 
golf club has a beautiful 18 hole golf course along the Kings River.  Private river resorts nearby offer 
motel accommodations, RV hookups, boat launching, skiing and swimming.  Cultural and 
educational opportunities are available in nearby Fresno, California, which is home to California 
State University, Fresno, Fresno City College, as well as the nearby rural community of Reedley, 
home to Reedley College.  
 
Located in the richest agricultural district in the world, Kingsburg has farming as its economic base. 
Principal crops are grapes, tree fruits, watermelon, and cotton.  It is host to the largest  

dried fruit processing plant in the  world, Sun Maid Raisin Growers, and also to Del Monte Cannery, 
which sends produce around the world.  
 
Please visit the Chamber of Commerce website  
for further information on this charming  
community.  
 
 
 
www.kingsburgchamberofcommerce.com  
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Property & Facilities  

 
         The current church structure was  
          built in 1917, with ad ditions of a  
          parsonage in 1922, Sunday School  
          annex in the 1950õs, and a fellowship 
          hall in 1966.  In 1991, a new roof  
          and trusses were installed.  In 2005,  
          the sanctuary was refurbished, along  
          wi th audio, visual, and lighting  
          improvements to enhance worship.  

A sound system booth located in the balcony of the Sanctuary controls audio, visual and lighting 
enhancement.  A hidden motorized screen can be lowered for power point and video cli ps, often 
used in the Contemporary Service.  A platform added during the renovation is used by the Praise  
                           Team musicians during this service.  It is then used by the choir  

         during the Traditional Service.  The Sanctuary , including the balcony,  
         seats approximately 200 persons.  
 

     The parsonage is currently inhabited as  
     a rental house, but is available for a  

         pastor, if needed.  The property  and  
     homes adjacent to the parking lot   
     are rentals.  
 

          A new parking lot was installed at the  
          back of the Church in 2006.  The  
          following year adjacent property and  
          houses were purchased for future  

      expansion and growth.  Exterior lighting  
                                              was installed in 2007 , an electrical  
                                              upgrade in 2008, and a new Sound  

      System in 2011.  
 
.           Fellowship is held each Sunday in the  
                                               Fireside Room fellowship hall.  Large  
           congregational dinners are held in  
               the lower auditorium of the main  
           building, which also contains the  
                                                Youth Room.  Th is is the location of  
           our weekly outreach ministry to high  

           school students called Munch Box.   
           Students come and eat lunch and  

       engage in conversations with our youth  
           minister and members.  
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We are located on the  
corner of Sierra & 18th  


